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Perspective of political scientist
Data and patterns


Factors to Consider in 2020

Well Understood Uncertain
Historical patterns Handling of pandemic
Nature of Trump’s 2016 Victory Highly unusual economy

Response to protests



Elections with an Incumbent Candidate Running

Yes, Kept the Presidency (N = 21) No, Lost the Presidency (N = 10)

1792 Washington 1800 J. Adams lost to Jefferson
1804 Jefferson 1828 J.Q. Adams lost to Jackson
1812 Madison 1840 Van Buren lost to W.H. Harrison
1820 Monroe 1888 Cleveland lost to B. Harrison
1832 Jackson 1892 B. Harrison lost to Cleveland
1864 Lincoln 1912 Taft lost to Wilson

1872 Grant 1932 Hoover lost to F.D. Roosevelt
1900 McKinley 1976 Ford lost to Carter

1904 T. Roosevelt 1980 Carter lost to Reagan

1916 Wilson 1992 G.H.W. Bush lost to Clinton
1924 Coolidge

1936 F.D. Roosevelt

1940 F. D. Roosevelt

1944 F.D. Roosevelt

1948 Truman

1956 Eisenhower

1964 L.B. Johnson

1972 Nixon

1984 Reagan

1996 Clinton

2004 G.W. Bush 2012 Obama

Source: David Mayhew
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22/32 = 69%
(without incumbent party win 42%)

Parties usually lose after 2 terms 

Carter 12 point swing
Bush I 13 point swing
Hoover 35 point swing


How the White House Party Has Fared (Since 1960)




232 Hillary Clinton @ Donald J. Trump 306

270 to win 3
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Mo results

Source: The New York Times
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11K MI
23K WI
44K PA

6 flips
Need at least 2 back, or all 3 in :blue wall:


Trump Job Approval

All polls

Source: FiveThirtyEight
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Dow-Jones of pres
An uneventful presidency?!
High floor/low ceiling
High point is only 45
No growth
Decline since early April (pre-George Floyd)
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Topic Approve Disapprove

Handling of economy 51 49
Handling of Court appointments 47 52
Overall approval 41 58
Handling of coronavirus 38 62

Handling of Black Lives Matter protests 62

Source: Marquette University Law Poll national survey Sept. 8-15
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2016 round 2% - right on the line
Forecast is -20 to -50%


SEPT. 23 LEADER
Biden

~Biden 50.5%
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Source: FiveThirtyEight
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Most stunning loss by incumbent since 1980

Steadier and bigger than Clinton leads in 2016



REAL RCP POLL AVERAGE Clinton (D) +3.2
CLEAR General Election: Trump vs. Clinton
POLITICS Trump (R)

Gy

50

PAONKS

RFEAL RCP POLL AVERAGE m Biden (D) +6.2
CLEAR General Election: Trump vs. Biden
POLITICS Trump (R)

2020




Winning Wisconsin
(Lean Democratic)
would push Biden
over 270 electoral col-
lege votes, it’s the
“tipping point state”

270

ME-02: 1
NE-01: 1

NE-03: 1

{ Better states for Biden Better states for Trump

4

Source: Cook Political Report
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Explain electoral college
EC looks more competitive 
WI may be tipping state!


Minority rule

United States, presidential election, simulated outcomes by popular vote share and electoral-college tally

Based on 2,000 simulations of The Economist's predictive model, June 11th 2020 ) :
Simulated Democratic votes

in the electoral college
50% One simulation ~ 450

400

Republicans win | o il s 1 | Democrats win 350
popular vote but b ReT popular vote and

lose electoral college . < b electoral college

270

Republicans win Democrats win 200
popular vote'and popular vote but
electoral college lose electoral college 150

46 48 50% 52 54
Democratic share of the national popular vote, %

Source: The Economist
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11% chance of mismatch
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House of Representatives

233 Democrats

197 Republicans
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Swings: 18 in House, 3 in Senate


*Georgia will hold two Senate
o GA* elections in 2020, a special
and a regular.
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. Democrat (12) . Republican (23)

Source: UVA Center for Politics



Keep up with the 2020 Election

Elections Research Center
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON
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