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Soft power and curveballs
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Sign Up

Forthe latest news and updates from
Japanese development assistance to Africa is on the

rise, but the country's motivation for ODA disbursement
is less clear

Enter vour email

Tall, glim and balding slightly under his baseball cap,
Hidehiro Shinkoui has a strange vision of what aid should
ook like. Standing under a tree in the yard of the Wamumu
Rehabilitation Centre in central Kenya, he explains
sheepishlf ‘my desire is spreading baseball all over the
waorld.” Anative of Tokyo and former scorerin Japan's
Central Baseball League, 31 year-old Mr Shinkoui could hardly have strayed further from his roots,
but his pupils, all minor offenders below the age of 18, are willing pupils.

Mr Shinkoui is a Japanese Overseas Cooperation Volunteer, atthe sharp end of Japan's international
development programme. For some in the aid community, the motives for the country’s development
assistance, and its methods, are as baffling as this baseball evangelism.

In 2008 the Japanese government merged the Japanese International Cooperation Agency, an
arganisation focused on technical support and capacity building, with the Japanese Overseas
Cooperation Bank. In doing so it created the world's largest bilateral development agency, with an
annual budget of more than $10bn. Jica's QDA contribution is unusual, as it comes with few strings
attached, and while it does emphasise local ownership of its programmes, it avoids direct budgetary
support.
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Cut on the baseball field, Yoshiyuki Takahashi,

the game. Despite claiming to have barelytout  http://web.thisisafricaonline. com/Pollcy/Soft power -and-curveballs |
catcher and at bat. On the sidelines, his staffe |
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