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13. We agreed to the establishment of the Economic Research Institute of ASEAN and
East Asia (ERIA) to be accommodated temporarily at the ASEAN Secretariat. We
welcomed the report submitted to us by the Expert Group, which focuses on research
topics of strategic interest to the EAS countries. We encouraged the Expert Group to
continue its research work and we looked forward to practical policy recommendations
to further regional integration and strengthen partnerships in East Asia.
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