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Demographic Overview of SFI

SFI is a Private, Independent, Non-Profit Research Institute, 
(not an accredited educational institution)

~12 Resident Faculty

~12 Postdocs

~60 External Faculty

~20 Staff

~300-400 Visitors per Year

~20-30 Workshops/WorkingGroups per Year

Yearly Budget: ~$9-10M (~$1.5M sub-awards):

~40% Federal and Foundation Grants; ~40% Private 
Donations; ~20% Corporate Affiliates / Business Network



  



  



  



  



  



  



Santa Fe Institute



  



Santa Fe Institute

Geoffrey West - 
Scaling in Biology



  



Santa Fe Institute



  
Santa Fe Institute

Agent-Based Models in
the Social Sciences



Santa Fe Institute

SFI Educational Activities

SFI Prize for 
Scientific Excellence

“Adventures in Modeling” 
Project

SFI Public Lecture Series
and

Ulam Lectures
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Workshops and Working Groups are an “Engine” of 

SFI Science



  

Independence has both advantages and liabilities

“Bottom-Up” rather than “Top-Down”

Relatively small size allows nimbleness and flexibility

Emphasis on small, high-risk/high-payoff investments that can 
grow upon initial successes or be quickly redirected

Diversified sponsor/donor/funding portfolio

Mulit- and Trans-disciplinarity are means not ends

Most valuable collaborations arise from diversity

Don’t believe your own promotional materials!

Informal Lessons from SFI’s Experience as a 
“Continuously Evolving Experiment”



  

Thank You

Questions?



  




