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Special Report

State of Southeast Asia 2021
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[X1:Perceptions of Trust among Southeast Asians in the Major Powers

- Japan, with its strong soft power and
commitment to the region, remains
most trusted major power; its overall
share of trust increased from 65.9% in 2019
10 61.2% in 2020 t0 67.1% in 2021.

- 2nd position: EU’s reputation as a reliable
champion of global collective action
afforded it an overall gain in trust from
41.3% in 2019 to 38.7% in 2020 to
51.0%in 2021.

- US’ reservoir of trust in the region is

resilient as seen in its increase in trust

over the years continued, from 27.3% in 2019
10 30.3% in 2020 t0 48.3% in 2021.
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