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Motivation

* Rise of Chinese Large Language Models (LLMs), including Qwen,
DeepSeek

* Stringent regulation and censorship by Chinese authority over LLMs
(even for opensource models)

* Do the LLMs exported from China carries any political, cultural or
1deological significance?
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Related literature

* Censorship in SNS (King et al., 2013)

* Propaganda in short-video app (Lu and Pan, 2022)

* China’s Al export and its impact (Beraja et al., 2023)

King, Gary, Jennifer Pan, and Margaret Robert. 2013. “How censorship in China allows government
criticism but silences collective expression.” American Political Science Review, 107(2), 326-343.
Lu, Yingdan, and Pan, Jennifer. 2022. The pervasive presence of Chinese government content on Douyin

trending videos. Computational Communication Research, 4(1).
Beraja, Martin, Andrew Kao, David Yang, Noam Yuchtman. 2023. “Exporting the surveillance state via
trade in AL.” National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper No. w31676.
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Empirical Findings by Beraja et al. (2023)

* Autocratic Bias in Imports — 44% of China’s Al exports go to
autocracies vs 24% for US exports.

* Unrest Trigger — Autocracies import China’s Al especially 1n years
of domestic unrest.

* Institutional Erosion — with AI imports amid unrest, NELDA
electoral quality index declines.

Beraja, M., Kao, A., Yang, D. Y., & Yuchtman, N. (2023). Exporting the surveillance state via trade in Al (No.
w31676). National Bureau of Economic Research.



Case of Qwen

* Opensource LLMs developed by Alibaba
* The first version was released in April 2023

* 333 models are available at Huggingface
(https://huggingface.co/Qwen) as of July 315, 2025

» 444M total downloads, over 5k derivative models
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Including opensource LLMs,
like Qwen, Deepseek, and etc.

Many models!

Source: Epoch Al, 2025 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Number of notable Al models by geographic area, 2003-24 (sum)

Nestor Maslej, et al. “The Al Index 2025 Annual Report,” Al Index Steering  Figure 1.3.3
Committee, Institute for Human-Centered Al, Stanford University, Stanford,

CA, April 2025, p.47. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2504.07139
Attribution-NoDerivatives 4.0 International.
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Including opensource LLMs,
like Qwen, Deepseek, and etc.

Stanford Al Index Report 2025
“The U.S. still leads in producing top

Al models—but China 1s closing the
performance gap”

High
performance!

Performance of top United States vs. Chinese models on LMSYS Chatbot Arena
Source: LMSYS, 2025 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Nestor Maslej, et al. “The Al Index 2025 Annual Report,” Al Index Steering
Committee, Institute for Human-Centered Al, Stanford University, Stanford,
CA, April 2025, p.97. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2504.07139.
Attribution-NoDerivatives 4.0 International.
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Article 4-1. Adhere to the
socialist core values, and must

Chinese g overnment not generate content that
(‘Interim Measures for the Managemen/ ?@gfznggjgtﬁ{loa]fi?a:ﬁe
of Generative Artificial Intelligence P &

socialist system, ...

Services’, August 2023)

Regulation
We implemented an assessment:

China Input 300 sensitive questions to LLMs

We found Chinese LL1.Ms refuse or avoid to
answer approximately 40% of questions on

average.
Some of Qwen and DeepSeek models

Including opensource LLMs, refused over 60% of questions
like Qwen, Deepseek, and etc.
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Chinese government
(‘Interim Measures for the Management

of Generative Artificial Intelligence
Services’, August 2023)

NS

Regulation

China

- Limited magnitude?
- Potential impacts on Japanese citizens
- A global implication

- Are derived models really “Domestic base

models”?

- Implications for multinational corporations

Direct export > .

Including opensource LLMs,

like Qwen, Deepseek, and etc.

Derived
Chinese model

)
Use as a base-model »?

Japan

Users
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Japan

Al Safety measures

1) Government guidelines (AIE
Direct export > A, ATEAETH)
2) AISIAIE—7T44VR

F4TFa—F) Users
3) Al Safety Benchmark

Working Group (NII, [E L[5

WP AN

4) International efforts?

Derived
Chinese model

\
| Use as a base-m(&elL >
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